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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S SPEECH: MESSAGE TO BITSIOS 
REF: STATE 082517 

1. 1 SPOKE TO FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS ON THE TELEPHONE 
THIS MORNING AND PASSED HIM THE BRIEF ORAL 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY CONTAINED REFTEL CONCERNING THE 
REFERENCE TO GREECE IN THE PRESIDENT S SPEECH LAST NIGHT. 

BITSIOS DID NOT YET HAVE THE TEXT OF THE SPEECH AND I 
SENT IT TO HIM IMMEDIATELY. BITSIOS SAID TO CONVEY HIS 
THANKS TO THE SECRETARY FOR HIS MESSAGE. 

2. WHEN I TRIED TO DRAW BITSIOS OUT ON HIS REACTION TO 
THE PRESIDENT’S REFERENCES TO GREECE IN THE SPEECH, HE 
DEMURRED SAYING THAT HE WOULD RATHER DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH 
ME LATER. HE WENT ON TO SAY HE WAS NOT FEELING AT ALL WELL, 
HAVING SUFFERED DURING THE NIGHT FROM FOOD POISONING AND 
HAD DECIDED TORETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO HIS RESIDENCE. 

WE AGREED TO GET TOGETHER OVER THE WEEKEND WHEN HE IS 
FEELING BETTER AND HE SAID HE WOULD CALL ME TOMORROW TO 
ARRANGE THE TIME. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE BITSIOS WAS UNWILLING THIS 

MORNING TO COMMENT ON THE MATTER-PROBABLY WANTING TO 
COORDINATE FIRST WITH CARAMANLIS, PAPALIGOURAS AND AVEROFF- 
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ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO GREECE, SINCE THEY HAVE 
HELD OUR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ON THESE SUBJECTS VERY 
CLOSELY THUS FAR. 

4. THIS WILL PROBABLY BE MY BEST CHANCE FOR A LENGTHY 
DISCUSSION WITH BITSIOS BEFORE HE AND CARAMANLIS LEAVE NEXT 
WEDNESDAY FOR PARIS. IF THERE IS ANYTHING SPECIAL THE 
DEPARTMENT WISHES ME TO TAKE UP WITH HIM IN THIS TIME FRAME 
IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE THE INSTRUCTIONS BY THE OPENING 
OF BUSINESS TOMORROW MORNING, APRIL 12. 

KUBISCH 
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